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WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ God,
who looks upon us in compassion,
forgives our sin,
and heals our lives.
Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Have mercy, O God,
against you, you alone,
we have sinned.
In your compassion,
cleanse us from our sin
and take away our guilt.
Create in us a new heart
and give us a steadfast spirit.
Do not cast us away,
but fill us with your Holy Spirit
and restore your joy within us.
Amen.

As tender as parent to child,
so deep is God’s compassion for you.
As high as heaven is above earth,
so vast is God’s love for you.
As far as east is from west,
so far God removes your sin from you,
renewing your life through Jesus Christ.
Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.
Blessed be God forever.
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SCRIPTURE — Amos 5:18-24

18 Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord!
 Why do you want the day of the Lord?
It is darkness, not light,

19 as if someone fled from a lion
 and was met by a bear
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall
 and was bitten by a snake.
20 Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light,
 and gloom with no brightness in it?

21 I hate, I despise your festivals,
 and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
 I will not accept them,
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
 I will not look upon.
23 Take away from me the noise of your songs;
 I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
24 But let justice roll down like water
 and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



SCRIPTURE — Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16 

 12 Wisdom is radiant and unfading,
 and she is easily discerned by those who love her
 and is found by those who seek her.

13 She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her.
14 One who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty,

 for she will be found sitting at the gate.
15 To fix one’s thought on her is perfect understanding,

 and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free from care,
16 because she goes about seeking those worthy of her,

 and she graciously appears to them in their paths
 and meets them in every thought.

GOSPEL — Matthew 25:1-13

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. 
Ten young women took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of 
them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 When the foolish took their lamps, 
they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 
5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6 But at 
midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him.’ 7 Then all those young women got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The 
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going 
out.’ 9 But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; 
you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 And while 
they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went 
with him into the wedding banquet, and the door was shut. 11 Later the other 
young women came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he replied, 
‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13 Keep awake, therefore, for you know 
neither the day nor the hour.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON                                 Pastor Liz Lowry



PRAYER SONG                              ELW 814

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer.

PRAISE SONG             ELW 677 



SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

The offerings received by this congregation support this church and local 
ministries in Anchorage. Checks can be made out to “Lutheran Church of 
Hope.” You may also use the iPad at the entrance to the sanctuary to make a 
secure donation via Square or scan the QR code in the insert to donate via 
Tithe.ly.

OFFERTORY ELW 721



OFFERING PRAYER

Eternal God, our time, talents, and treasures are gifts from you.
Receive what we offer, and all that you entrust to us, until hungry no more, all 
the world is fed, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
 and the power, and the glory,
 forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMNS

ELW 472



ELW 785



POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Holy God, we have received your never-ending mercy in this meal. You 
continuously seek the lost, bind the injured, and feed your people 
abundantly.
Now send us out, awake to your presence, now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
 born of the virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, died, and was buried;
 he descended to the dead.
 On the third day he rose again;
 he ascended into heaven,
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting. Amen.



CHARGE & BENEDICTION

Go out into the world in peace.
Love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind;
And love your neighbor as yourself.

The holy Trinity,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you with wisdom to welcome the reign of God,
today and always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG                           ELW 669 



DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Encourage one another.
Thanks be to God. 





The main dish will be provided, and sign-ups to bring 
drinks, side dishes, and desserts are posted on the 

volunteer board by the garden door.
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