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WELCOME 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN          ELW 855 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING — 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among 
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But 
rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be 
glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the 
name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the 
Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
 
  5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he 
may exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares 
for you. 8 Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary 
the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, 
steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the 
world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10 And after you have 
suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and 
establish you. 11 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.  
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 68:1-10, 32-35  
 
1 Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; 
 let those who hate God flee. 
2 As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; 
 as the wax melts before the fire,  
  so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 
3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; 
 let them also be merry and joyful. 
4 Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name;  
   exalt the one who rides the clouds; 
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 I AM is that name, rejoice before God!  
5 In your holy habitation, O God, 
 you are a father to orphans, defender of widows; 
6 you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom; 
 but the rebels shall live in desert places. 
7 O God, when you went forth before your people, 
 when you marched through the wilderness, 
8 the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of 
God, the God of Sinai, 
 at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
9 You sent a bountiful rain, O God; 
 you restored your inheritance when it languished. 
10 Your people found their home in it; 
 in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.  
32 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 
 sing praises to the Lord. 
33 You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; 
 you send forth your voice, your mighty voice. 
34 Ascribe power to God, 
 whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies. 
35 How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel, 
 giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!   
 
SECOND READING — Acts 1:6-14 
  
6 When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this 
the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not 
for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While 
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in 
white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 
  12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is 
near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the 
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city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, 
and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James 
son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these 
were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, 
including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.  
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                            Pastor Liz 
 
PRAYER SONG                   ACS 1009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 
Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
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PRAISE SONG            ELW 742 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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OFFERING  
          
The offerings received by this congregation support this church and local 
ministries in Anchorage. Checks can be made out to “Lutheran Church of 
Hope.” You may also use the iPad at the entrance to the sanctuary to make a 
secure donation via Square or scan the QR code in the insert to donate via 
Tithe.ly. 
 

OFFERTORY           ELW 721  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will 
hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
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EUCHARIST PRAYER 
 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
  
The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; 
beneath the sea; 
within each cell; 
with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
 
Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; 
by night and day; 
across the wilderness; 
out of exile; 
into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
  
We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; 
among the poor; 
with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Remembering his love for us 
on the way, 
at the table, 
and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; 
within this meal; 
among your people; 
throughout the world. 
  
Blessing, praise, and thanks 
to you, holy God, 
through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, 
in your church, 
without end. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION HYMNS  
 
ELW 473 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ELW 836 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
A New Creed (from The United Church of Canada) 
 
We are not alone, 
    we live in God’s world. 
 We believe in God: 
    who has created and is creating, 
    who has come in Jesus, 
      the Word made flesh, 
      to reconcile and make new, 
    who works in us and others 
      by the Spirit. 
We trust in God.  
We are called to be the Church: 
    to celebrate God’s presence, 
    to live with respect in Creation, 
    to love and serve others, 
    to seek justice and resist evil, 
    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
      our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
    God is with us. 
We are not alone. 
    Thanks be to God. 
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BENEDICTION 
 
You whom God has called, 
Keep listening. 
You whom Christ has fed, 
Live simply. 
You whom the Spirit has filled, 
Love completely. 
And receive the blessing that awaits you. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
 
SENDING SONG (next page)         ELW 439 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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PRAYER  
REQUEST 

Please place this tab in the 
offering plate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 I would like a call 
from Pastor Liz 

May 17, 2026 

CALENDAR 
Lutheran Church of Hope events are in bold 

 
SUNDAY, MAY 17 
•8:30 AM—Bible Study 
•10 AM—Worship with Holy Communion 
•2 PM—Christian Worship Center 
 
MONDAY, MAY 18 Office Hours 1-5 pm 
•5:30 PM—Sit Stay Play AK 
•6 PM—JOIN Meeting 
 
TUESDAY, MAY 19 Office Hours 1-5 pm 
•3:30 PM—Mobile Food Pantry 
•7 PM—Plus 24 AA 
•7 PM—Shoulder to Shoulder Al Anon 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 20 Office Hours 1-5 pm 
 
THURSDAY, MAY 21 Office Hours 1-5 pm 
•6:30 PM— There Is A Solution OA 
 
FRIDAY, MAY 22 
 
SATURDAY, MAY 23 
•12 PM—United Church of God 
 
SUNDAY, MAY 24 
•8:30 AM—Bible Study 
•10 AM—Worship with Holy Communion 
•2 PM—Christian Worship Center 
 


