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WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who looks upon us in compassion, 
forgives our sin, 
and heals our lives. 
Amen. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Have mercy, O God, 
against you, you alone, 
we have sinned. 
In your compassion, 
cleanse us from our sin 
and take away our guilt. 
Create in us a new heart 
and give us a steadfast spirit. 
Do not cast us away, 
but fill us with your Holy Spirit 
and restore your joy within us. 
Amen. 
 
As tender as parent to child, 
so deep is God’s compassion for you. 
As high as heaven is above earth, 
so vast is God’s love for you. 
As far as east is from west, 
so far God removes your sin from you, 
renewing your life through Jesus Christ. 
Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love. 
Blessed be God forever. 
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GATHERING HYMN          ELW 880 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
PSALM 103:1-13  
 
1 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
 and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 
2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
 and forget not all God’s benefits— 
3 who forgives all your sins 
 and heals all your diseases; 
4 who redeems your life from the grave 
 and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;  
5 who satisfies your desires with good things 
 so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 
6 O LORD, you provide vindication 
 and justice for all who are oppressed. 
7 You made known your ways to Moses 
 and your works to the children of Israel. 
8 LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;  
9 you will not always accuse us, 
 nor will you keep your anger forever. 
10 You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 
 nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
 so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
12 As far as the east is from the west, 
 so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
13 As a father has compassion for his children, 
 so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.  
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GOSPEL — Matthew 18:21-35 
  
21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against 
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to 
him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 
  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, 
one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he 
could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and 
children and all his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell 
on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him 
and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon 
one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him 
by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down 
and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he 
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the 
debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 
place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not 
have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger 
his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35

 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 
your brother or sister from your heart.”  
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                              Pastor Liz Lowry 
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PRAYER SONG                ACS 1012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 
Lord, in your mercy.  
Hear our prayer. 
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PRAISE SONG           ELW 643 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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OFFERING  
          
The offerings received by this congregation support this church and local 
ministries in Anchorage. Checks can be made out to “Lutheran Church of 
Hope.” You may also use the iPad at the entrance to the sanctuary to make a 
secure donation via Square or scan the QR code in the insert to donate via 
Tithe.ly. 
 
OFFERTORY           ELW 692 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is 
sure. Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. 
Receive the gifts we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our 
communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our 
song. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Holy God, mighty and merciful, 
your people praise you, saying: 
Your mercy endures forever. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
 
By your promise you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures, 
granting them life and calling them to flourish, 
setting the sign of your bow in the clouds, 
the colors of your love and faithfulness. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
  
By your promise you bound yourself to your people of old, 
blessing them with family outnumbering the stars 
and calling them to be a blessing to others, 
showing them steadfast love in every generation 
and calling them to be a light to the nations. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
 
By your promise you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, grafting us into your 
living Vine, and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember his life laid down and lifted up 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us 
and these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless us to be a blessing. 
Make us a sign of your faithfulness. 
Send us to tend and cherish the earth 
and to serve the world with mercy and love. 
 
With all the saints in light, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus, 
in your Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen.  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS  
 
ELW 642 
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ELW 607 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy 
meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in 
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
 
Go out into the world in peace. 
Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind; 
And love your neighbor as yourself. 
 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                           ELW 603  
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DISMISSAL 
 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
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