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WELCOME

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all
offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.

Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the
righteousness of Christ. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace. Amen.
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Text: Rodolfo Gaede Neto, b. 1951; tr. Simei Monteiro, b. 1943, and Jorge Lockward, b. 1965
Music: PELAS DORES DESTE MUNDO, Rodolfo Gaede Neto

Portuguese text and music © 1998, 2004 Rodolfo Gaede Neto, admin. Augsburg Fortress

English text © 2004 General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license. 3



OPENING PRAYER

GATHERING SONG Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross FLW 335
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915

CHILDREN’S SERMON
PsaiMm 121

'Tlift up my eyes to the hills;
from where is my help to come?

My help comes from the LORD,
the maker of heaven and earth.

3The LORD will not let your foot be moved

nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.

‘Behold, the keeper of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep;
> the LORD watches over you;



the LORD is your shade at your right hand,;
%the sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
“The LorD will preserve you from all evil
and will keep your life.
*The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

GOSPEL—John 3:1-17

!'Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. *He
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do
unless God is with that person.” * Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you,
no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” *
Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old?
Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” ° Jesus
answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God
without being born of water and Spirit. * What is born of the flesh is flesh,
and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. “Do not be astonished that I said to
you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and
you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” ° Nicodemus
said to him, “How can these things be?” '° Jesus answered him, “Are you the
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

11%Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we
have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. *If I have told you about
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about
heavenly things? * No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. * And just as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, ** that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

1*“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

7“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world
but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



SERMON Pastor Liz
PRAYER SONG Take, Oh, Take Me AsTAm ELW 814
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Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: TAKE ME AS T AM, John L. Bell

Textand music @ 1995 [ona Community, GLIA Publications. Inc.. agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638,
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All dghts reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.



PRAISE SONG ELW 638

Blessed Assurance
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Text: Fanny 1. Croshy, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE. Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

The offerings received by this congregation support this church and local
ministries in Anchorage. Checks can be made out to “Lutheran Church of
Hope.” You may also use the iPad at the entrance to the sanctuary to make a
secure donation via Square or scan the QR code in the insert to donate via
Tithe.ly.
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Text: Argentine traditional, collected by Federico Pagura, 1923-2016; tr. John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: BENDICE NUESTRO PAN, Argentine melody, collected by Federico Pagura; arr. John L. Bell
Text and tune © 2002 World Council of Churches. All rights reserved.

English text and arr. © WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation.
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty.
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your
Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’
name. Amen.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on us and
given your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in him should not perish
but have eternal life. We give you thanks for the priceless grace you have
bestowed upon us through Jesus Christ, who died upon the tree of Calvary
and rose again to make us living branches, drawing our life from him and
bearing fruit in all the world. Send your Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth and
power, to renew our faith as we receive our crucified and risen Lord who
comes to us in his body and blood.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION



LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMNS
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Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943
Music: HUNGRY FEAST, Ray Makeever
Text and music ©@ 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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sing God’s praise than when we'd first be - gun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1—-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835



PRAYER

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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BENEDICTION

People of God,

keep your eyes wide open,
your hands willing,

your hearts generous,
your ears attentive,

your senses awake,

your feet light,

your hope alive,

and your faith on fire.

And may the peace of the Christ go with you, wherever he may send you.
May he guide you through the wilderness, protect you through the storm.
May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown you.

May he bring you home rejoicing once again into our doors.



SENDING SONG

May the God of Hope Go with Us

Dios de la esperanza

ACS 984

, = ==
= — T
g 4
jDios de laes - pe - ran - za, da - nos go - zoy paz!
May the God of hope go with wus ev - ry day,
_Q_H Fl — — | T | I
& T——F ]
J ¢ o o °
Al mun -do en cri - sis, ha - bla tu ver - dad.
to a world in need with news of joy and peace.
[— ! — !
_Q_H I I — I ! I
o——2 > '! —] ! i 2 2
Lel—d—J—4
J
Dios de la jus - ti - cia, mdn - da - nos tu  luz,
May the God of jus - tice speed us on our way,
_Q_H r;*l — — | I | |
o —= - —— —— — - P — 2
J é J - - w — @
luz y es - pe - ran-za en laos - cu - ri - dad.
bring-ing light and hope to ev-'’ry land and race.
A e m——
— — e ——
wE— - —"
O - re - mos por la paz, can - te - mos
Pray-ing, let us work for peace; sing - ing, share our
0 4 , —
Y B [ I 1 | [ | p— | |
b———— —— 5 2
J D "
de tu_a - mor. Lu - che - mos por la paz,
joy with all; work - ing for a  world that’s new,
:,g\—ﬂ = — : — ! i : !
5 . 2 | o d a o -
J —
fie - les a ti, Se - iior.
faith - ful when we  hear Christ’s call.

Text: Alvin Schutmaat, 1921-1988, alt.
Music: ARGENTINA, Argentine folk melody

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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Please take a look at the worship
volunteer sign-up sheets posted in the
welcome area.

Our volunteers help prepare communion,
bring refreshments for fellowship, and
usher.
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PRAYER

REQUEST
Please place
this tab in
the offering
plate.

O I would like a call from

Pastor Liz
March 1, 2026

CALENDAR
Lutheran Church of Hope events are in bold

SUNDAY, MARCH 1

«8:30 AM—Bible Study

«10 AM—Worship with Holy Communion
o2 PM—Christian Worship Center

MONDAY, MARCH 2 Office Hours 1-5 PM
«5:30 PM—Sit Stay Play AK
«6 PM—]JOIN Meeting

TUESDAY, MARCH 3 Office Hours 1-5 PM
«3:30 PM—Mobile Food Pantry

o7 PM—Plus 24 AA

o7 PM—Shoulder to Shoulder Al Anon

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4 Office Hours 1-5 PM
«6 PM—Lent Supper
+6:30 PM—Lent Class

THURSDAY, MARCH 5 Office Hours 1-5 PM
«6:30 PM— There Is A Solution OA

FRIDAY, MARCH 6
«6 PM—Sit Stay Play AK

SATURDAY, MARCH 7
e12 PM—United Church of God
5 PM—Game Night

SUNDAY, MARCH 8

«8:30 AM—Bible Study

«10 AM—Worship With Holy Communion
o2 PM—Christian Worship Center



