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WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN          ELW 796 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
PSALM 85:8-13 
 
8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 
 for you speak peace to your faithful people  
   and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
 that your glory may dwell in our land.  
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
 and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 
 and our land will yield its increase. 
13 Righteousness shall go before the LORD 
 and shall prepare for God a pathway.  
 
GOSPEL — Matthew 14:22-33 
  
22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other 
side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had 
dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When 
evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the 
waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in 
the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the 
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a 
ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them 
and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on 
the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on 
the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he 
became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 

Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You 
of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind 
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ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the 
Son of God.”  
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                                Pastor Liz 
 
PRAYER SONG                 ELW 512 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 
Lord, in your mercy.  
Hear our prayer. 
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PRAISE SONG           ELW 763 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
          
The offerings received by this congregation support this church and local 
ministries in Anchorage. Checks can be made out to “Lutheran Church of 
Hope.” You may also use the iPad at the entrance to the sanctuary to make a 
secure donation via Square or scan the QR code in the insert to donate via 
Tithe.ly. 
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OFFERTORY           ELW 692 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is 
sure. Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant 
grace. Receive the gifts we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding 
love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength 
and our song. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Holy God, mighty and merciful, 
your people praise you, saying: 
Your mercy endures forever. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
 
By your promise you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures, 
granting them life and calling them to flourish, 
setting the sign of your bow in the clouds, 
the colors of your love and faithfulness. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
  
By your promise you bound yourself to your people of old, 
blessing them with family outnumbering the stars 
and calling them to be a blessing to others, 
showing them steadfast love in every generation 
and calling them to be a light to the nations. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
Your mercy endures forever. 
 
By your promise you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, grafting us into your 
living Vine, and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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With this bread and cup 
we remember his life laid down and lifted up 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us 
and these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless us to be a blessing. 
Make us a sign of your faithfulness. 
Send us to tend and cherish the earth 
and to serve the world with mercy and love. 
 
With all the saints in light, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus, 
in your Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION HYMNS  
 
ELW 528 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 11 

ELW 607 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy 
meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in 
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
Jesus taught us: 
 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  
for they will be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,  
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you  
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Go, blessed and little ones,  
travel the good road with Jesus. 
Scatter the good news.  
Rejoice and be glad.  
 
Almighty God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG                      ELW 774 
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
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PRAYER  
REQUEST 

Please place this tab in the 
offering plate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 I would like a call from 
Pastor Liz 

August 9, 2026 

CALENDAR 
Lutheran Church of Hope events are in bold 

 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9 
•8:30 AM—Bible Study 
•10 AM—Worship with Holy Communion 
•2 PM—Christian Worship Center 
 
MONDAY, AUGUST 10 Office Hours 1-5 pm 
•5:30 PM—Sit Stay Play AK 
•6 PM—JOIN Meeting 
 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 11 Office Hours 1-5 pm 
•3:30 PM—Mobile Food Pantry 
•7 PM—Plus 24 AA 
•7 PM—Shoulder to Shoulder Al Anon 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12  Office Hours 1-5 pm 
•5:30 PM—Garden Party 
  
THURSDAY, AUGUST 13  Office Hours 1-5 pm 
•6:30 PM— There Is A Solution OA 
 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 14 
 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 15 
•12 PM—United Church of God 
 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 16 
•8:30 AM—Bible Study 
•10 AM—Worship with Holy Communion 
•2 PM—Christian Worship Center 
 


