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WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ God,
who looks upon us in compassion,
forgives our sin,
and heals our lives.
Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Have mercy, O God,
against you, you alone,
we have sinned.
In your compassion,
cleanse us from our sin
and take away our guilt.
Create in us a new heart
and give us a steadfast spirit.
Do not cast us away,
but fill us with your Holy Spirit
and restore your joy within us.
Amen.

As tender as parent to child,
so deep is God’s compassion for you.
As high as heaven is above earth,
so vast is God’s love for you.
As far as east is from west,
so far God removes your sin from you,
renewing your life through Jesus Christ.
Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.
Blessed be God forever.
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SCRIPTURE — Isaiah 45:1-7

1 Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus,
 whose right hand I have grasped
to subdue nations before him
 and to strip kings of their robes,
to open doors before him—
 and the gates shall not be closed:
2 I will go before you
 and level the mountains;
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze
 and cut through the bars of iron;
3 I will give you the treasures of darkness
 and riches hidden in secret places,
so that you may know that it is I, the Lord,
 the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
4 For the sake of my servant Jacob
 and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name;
 I give you a title, though you do not know me.
5 I am the Lord, and there is no other;
 besides me there is no god.
 I arm you, though you do not know me,
6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
 and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
 I am the Lord, and there is no other.
7 I form light and create darkness,
 I make weal and create woe;
 I the Lord do all these things.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 96:1-13

1 Sing to the Lord a new song;
 sing to the Lord, all the earth.
2 Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord;
 proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.
3 Declare God’s glory among the nations
 and God’s wonders among all peoples.
4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised,
 more to be feared than all gods. 
5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
 but you, O Lord, have made the heavens.
6 Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
 power and splendor are in your sanctuary.
7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples,
 ascribe to the Lord honor and power.
8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the holy name;
 bring offerings and enter the courts of the Lord. 
9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
 tremble before the Lord, all the earth.
10 Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king!
 The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved 
   will judge the peoples with equity.”
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
 let the sea thunder and all that is in it; 
   let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O Lord,
 for you come to judge the earth.
13 You will judge the world with righteousness
 and the peoples with your truth.

GOSPEL — Matthew 22:15-22

15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16 So they 
sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we 
know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, 
and show deference to no one, for you do not regard people with partiality. 
17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 
18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, 
you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a 



denarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” 21 They 
answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they 
heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and went away.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON                                 Pastor Liz Lowry
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

The offerings received by this congregation support this church and local 
ministries in Anchorage. Checks can be made out to “Lutheran Church of 
Hope.” You may also use the iPad at the entrance to the sanctuary to make a 
secure donation via Square or scan the QR code in the insert to donate via 
Tithe.ly.

OFFERTORY ELW 692



OFFERING PRAYER

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All 
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, 
our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Holy God, mighty and merciful,
your people praise you, saying:
Your mercy endures forever.
Your mercy endures forever.

By your promise you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures,
granting them life and calling them to flourish,
setting the sign of your bow in the clouds,
the colors of your love and faithfulness.
Your mercy endures forever.
Your mercy endures forever.

By your promise you bound yourself to your people of old,
blessing them with family outnumbering the stars
and calling them to be a blessing to others,
showing them steadfast love in every generation
and calling them to be a light to the nations.
Your mercy endures forever.
Your mercy endures forever.

By your promise you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, grafting us into your 
living Vine, and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup
we remember his life laid down and lifted up
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Send your Holy Spirit upon us
and these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless us to be a blessing.
Make us a sign of your faithfulness.
Send us to tend and cherish the earth
and to serve the world with mercy and love.

With the saints in light,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus,
in your Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
 and the power, and the glory,
 forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION



COMMUNION HYMNS

ELW 473



ELW 824

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of 
Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
 born of the virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, died, and was buried;
 he descended to the dead.
 On the third day he rose again;
 he ascended into heaven,
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting. Amen.

CHARGE & BENEDICTION

Go out into the world in peace.
Love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind;
And love your neighbor as yourself.

The God of love
draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.



The God of hope
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG                            ACS 1084

DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God. 
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