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WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who looks upon us in compassion,
forgives our sin,

and heals our lives.

Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Have mercy, O God,

against you, you alone,

we have sinned.

In your compassion,

cleanse us from our sin

and take away our guilt.
Create in us a new heart

and give us a steadfast spirit.
Do not cast us away,

but fill us with your Holy Spirit
and restore your joy within us.
Amen.

As tender as parent to child,

so deep is God’s compassion for you.

As high as heaven is above earth,

so vast is God’s love for you.

As far as east is from west,

so far God removes your sin from you,

renewing your life through Jesus Christ.

Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.
Blessed be God forever.



GATHERING HYMN

Gather Us In

ELW 532
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van - ished a - way;
yearn for your face;
bread of new birth,

see
we have been sung through - out
here you shall call
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in this space our

your
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys -try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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fears and our dream-ings
all of his - try,
sons and your daugh-ters,

light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a - new to be salt for the earth.
now is  the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us 1n, the lost and for -sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er wus iIn, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas - sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us 1In and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us 1n and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er wus in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love iIn our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.




The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE — BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING
SCRIPTURE — Isaiah 51:1-6

'Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
?Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when I called him,
but I blessed him and made him many.
3For the LorD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.

‘Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation,
for a teaching will go out from me
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
°I will bring near my deliverance swiftly;
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
SLift up your eyes to the heavens
and look at the earth beneath,
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats,
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.



PsaLMm 138

'Twill give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will sing your praise.
2T will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,
because of your steadfast love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.
3When I called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.
* All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.
>They will sing of the ways of the LORD,
that great is the glory of the LORD.
°The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty from afar.
"Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right hand shall save me.
8You will make good your purpose for me;
O LoRD, your steadfast love endures forever;
do not abandon the works of your hands.

GOSPEL. — Matthew 16:13-20

3 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” '* And they said,
“Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one
of the prophets.” '* He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” ' Simon
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” ' And
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and
blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. '* And I tell you,
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of
Hades will not prevail against it. '°I will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” * Then he sternly
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



SERMON Pastor Liz

PRAYER SONG ACS 1012
To You All Hearts Are Open
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To you all hearts are 0 - pen, to
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you all de - sires known. To you there are  no
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se - crets, al - might - y  God; we come to you.

Text: John Tirro, b. 1966; based on an 11th cent. collect, tr. Book of Common Prayer

Music: ALL HEARTS ARE OPEN, John Tirro
Text and music © 2003 Mondo Zen Music, admin. Carol Vincent and Associates, LLC. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.



PRAISE SONG ELW 731
Earth and All Stars!
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1 Earth and all stars! Loud rush - ing plan - ets!
2 Trum - pet and pipes! Loud clash - ing cym - bals!
3 En - gines and steel! Loud pound - ing ham - mers!
4 Class-rooms and labs! Loud boil - ing test tubes!
5 Knowl-edge and truth! Loud sound -ing wis - dom!
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Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
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Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blow - ing snow - storm!
Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud hum - ming cel - los!
Lime - stone and  beams! Loud build - ing work - ers!
Ath - lete and  band! Loud cheer - ing peo - ple!
Daugh-ter  and son! Loud pray - ing mem - bers!
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Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
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God has done mar - vel - ous things.
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1 too  sing prais - es  with a  new song!

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text and music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

The offerings received by this congregation support this church and local
ministries in Anchorage. Checks can be made out to “Lutheran Church of
Hope.” You may also use the iPad at the entrance to the sanctuary to make a
secure donation via Square or scan the QR code in the insert to donate via

Tithe.ly.
OFFERTORY We Are an Offering ELW 692
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We lift our voic-es, we lift ourhands, welift our lives up to you: we are an
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of-fer-ing. Lord, use our voic - es, Lord, use our hands, Lord, use our
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lives, they are yours: we are an of-fer-ing. All thatwe have, all thatwe are,
0] =] i N
7 ) ” I ey — 5 ;
\\17 = | I | D@ | s )
J ! RS- E— — J I 1
all that we hope to be, we give toyou, we give to you.
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We lift our voic-es, we liftour hands, we lift our lives upto you:
3 3
A} —— f ﬁ | = T
= g VJ; @ ;‘I-
we are an  of-fer-ing, we are an  of - fer - ing.

Text: Dwight Liles, b. 1957
Music: Dwight Liles
Textand music © 1984 Word Music, LLC

OFFERING
PM



OFFERING PRAYER

God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is
sure. Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace.
Receive the gifts we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our
communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our
song. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Holy God, mighty and merciful,
your people praise you, saying:
Your mercy endures forever.
Your mercy endures forever.

By your promise you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures,
granting them life and calling them to flourish,

setting the sign of your bow in the clouds,

the colors of your love and faithfulness.

Your mercy endures forever.

Your mercy endures forever.

By your promise you bound yourself to your people of old,
blessing them with family outnumbering the stars

and calling them to be a blessing to others,

showing them steadfast love in every generation

and calling them to be a light to the nations.

Your mercy endures forever.

Your mercy endures forever.

By your promise you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, grafting us into your
living Vine, and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember his life laid down and lifted up

as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Send your Holy Spirit upon us

and these gifts of bread and wine.

Bless us to be a blessing.

Make us a sign of your faithfulness.

Send us to tend and cherish the earth

and to serve the world with mercy and love.

With all the saints in light,

with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus,
in your Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMNS

ELW 752
Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Music: CHILDREN PRAYING, Ken Medema
Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



ELW 677

This Little Light of Mine
&' = ]
e SESs=
I This lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a ler it shine;
2 Ev-T"ry - where | g0, 'm gaoin”-a ler it shine:
3 Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
ev - 1ty - where | 20, I'm gom’-a let 1t shine;
Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a ler it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin”-a let it shine,
ev - ry - where | go, I'm goin"-a let it shine,
Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine. let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: THIS JOY, African American spiritual




PosT COMMUNION PRAYER

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy
meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



CHARGE & BENEDICTION

Go out into the world in peace.

Love the Lord your God

with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind;
And love your neighbor as yourself.

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God,
bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

Amen.
SENDING SONG  Go, My Children, with My Blessing ELW 543
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins for - giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you, what I  can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er 1 have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
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