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Dear People of Hope,
As I reflected on what might be our
congregation’s theme for the new year, a phrase
bubbled up: “Seek and you will find.” An irony
because I was seeking a theme…but a message
that sent me to my Bible to read the Gospel of
Luke. Jesus says, “And I tell you: Ask and you will
receive. Seek and you will find. Knock and the
door will be opened to you.” (Luke 11:9) These words are spoken
not too long after the disciples ask Jesus to “teach us to pray,” and
Jesus gives them the words of the Lord’s prayer. Jesus continues by
describing us as ones who can pray with persistence, brashness or
shamelessness, and shares an image of God the Creator as a parent
who is generous in response to the needs of the children. The whole
passage is also about the gift of the Holy Spirit — that as we ask,
seek, and knock, we are given what we need – that is, God! We are
shaped and formed by the Spirit.
That’s a lot, right? Just coming from some words that
bubbled up…seek and you will find.
This is our theme for 2023: Seek and You will Find. It is
always the invitation, throughout our life, but there is goodness in
making it our focus for a year. What deep longing of and for God is
present in you? In what ways are you being invited to “ask, seek,
knock?” What amazing promise we are given that when we do, we
will receive, find and be opened to!
In this past year, we began a new ministry of offering prayer
during communion on the first Sunday of the month. This is an
opportunity to bring concerns, burdens, griefs, needs, hopes or
whatever is on our hearts and minds to God, alongside and through
the prayers of siblings in Christ. For the month of January, we will
offer this every Sunday. I encourage you to let it be the start of a
year of asking, seeking and knocking. May we as a community be
shaped and re-formed again and again in our seeking. May we find
the goodness of God in our midst. May the will of God be done and
may the kingdom of God come among us. May we seek and find.
Peace be with you,
Pastor Liz
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Worship
We welcome you into the sanctuary for worship with
communion at 10am!
If our community level is low, masks are encouraged but
not required during Sunday morning worship services.
If our community level is medium, we will require masks
during worship.
Unable to join us in the sanctuary? We are also streaming live on
Facebook. It is good to gather as the people of God each week!

Drawn
together by
God,
celebrating
grace,
serving all.

learn
Sunday morning Bible study meets at 8:30 am in person.

Wednesday Evening Study will return for Lent.

The Other 4H Group will meet in person to discuss
Amish Grace: How Forgiveness Transcended Tragedy
by Donald Kraybill, Steven Nolt, and David WeaverZercher. We will meet to discuss this book at a later date.
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Confirmation Classes are on the 1st and 3rd Sundays at 5:00pm at
Lutheran Church of Hope.

Thank you for continuing your financial support of our church.
Check out our website for more information, www.hopeak.org/give

Serve
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Sign-up to help provide meals for Clare House!
Please plan for a count of 50 meals. Meals should be left outside the door for
staff to bring in, and delivered by Wednesday afternoon. Volunteer by signing
up in the Narthex or read your Weekly News to sign-up online.
LSSA Mobile Food Pantry is every Tuesday at 4:30 pm. Line up starts at 3:30
pm. You do not need an appointment to receive food. If you would like to
volunteer, contact 272-0643 option 14. Distribution is drive-thru.
Worship Team will meet on Thursday, January 26 at 6:30 PM to plan and
discuss ideas for Sunday morning worship and special services. Interested in
helping us? Talk to Pastor Liz.
Property Team helps us take care of the building and the grounds by discerning what
needs to be done and how best to do it. Please talk with Don Bladow or Todd Bryant if
interested in helping.
Council will meet on Thursday, January 19 at 6:30 pm to discern and make decisions on
behalf of the congregation regarding ministry, mission and stewardship of our resources.
Please pray for our council leaders.
Art Team: Notice different signs on the fence? Art on the windows? Art around the
garden? These were brought together by the art team! Would you like to help or have an
idea? Contact Chris Terry.
Drawn Together, ALL Together: This team is exploring how we can be a welcoming
community to a variety of people in a variety of ways. It is particularly engaging in what it
would mean to be a "Reconciling in Christ" community. Contact Adam Bryant for more
information.
Hope's Helpers: Formerly the "Community Care" team, this group is here to help
members of our congregation make ideas happen. Trunk or Treat? Great idea! Let's make
it happen. Do you have an idea or would you like to get involved? Contact Beaty Graves.

Coming up
Come check out our space for
children during worship services: the
pray and play space!

Dan Gibney of JOIN-Justice
Organizing Interfaith Network
(formerly AFACT) will be at our
worship service on Sunday,
January 29 to invite our church to
participate in this new ministry. Dan will
also stay for fellowship to answer any
questions about JOIN.
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Happy New Year!
I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season in 2022. As we look
forward to 2023, some of you may be thinking about possible resolutions
or even planning ahead for Lent, and considering what changes to make
in your lives. At the recent annual meeting, there was a discussion about
spearheading new efforts that you may want to see happen in the church, or reviving past
groups or projects that you always enjoyed. Perhaps that can be the opportunity you’re
looking for in 2023!
If you need a little help finding an idea, there are lots of possibilities, big and small. Put
your name down to donate altar flowers one week or more, or gather a group of friends to
put together a meal for Clare House. Talk with any of the council members about other
projects they’ve heard about that might need assistance.
Or if you need a little break from the holiday craziness before you launch something new,
take the time to relax and refresh, then jump back in with renewed energy and focus
whenever you’re ready. Caring for others sometimes requires a little self-care first. You
may even be the one who needs assistance, rather than being ready to offer assistance, and
that’s ok too. Feel free to reach out and make that need known – helping you may be the
opportunity that someone else is looking for!
I look forward to continuing to serve on the council in 2023 and am grateful for all of the
support and friendship this role has provided.
-Carolyn Heyman, Church Council Member
We're creating a new fellowship schedule for February through
August 2023. Volunteers bring refreshments for the time after
our worship service. If you aren't part of the list of volunteers
but you'd like to be, please contact the church office! Each
volunteer will be assigned several Sundays. If you would like to
be an alternate volunteer rather than a regular volunteer, who
can fill in when needed, please let the church office know.
Thank you!

Do you have spare mittens, scarves, and hats? Bring them to church for our mitten tree!
All donations will go to Lutheran Social Services.
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HOPE HIGHLIGHTS

Happy New Year! Our ministry has been blessed with the many donations of your time, talents,
treasures and prayers. It is because of your concern and care that we were able to touch the lives
of over 45,000 of our neighbors in need during 2022.
We continue to ship disaster supplies to villages affected by Typhoon Merbok in western
Alaska. Lately we have been shipping supplies to the village of Stebbins, which not only had
damage from Merbok but also lost their only grocery and hardware store to fire on November
29th. In total, the Alaska VOAD (Volunteers Organizations Active in Disasters) has shipped over
154,000 pounds of food, water, diapers and wipes, hygiene products, blankets and quilts,
clothing, muck-out equipment, insulation, roofing material, tarps and other miscellaneous items
to eight different villages. The long term recovery for the region will come this spring as the
AKVOAD will be hosting volunteer groups from the lower 48 who will be coming to help rebuild
and/or repair the 419 homes damaged by the storm. If you would like to be a part of a team
helping to rebuild please let me know.
Beginning January 1st you will again have the opportunity to contribute to our ministry
through the Pick.Click.Give. when you apply for your Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend. When
applying on-line, you will have an option called “the Gift of Giving.” Simply follow the
instructions to make a donation. In 2022 LSSA received $12,104 in donations through this
program from 191 donors.
Together caring for others,

Alan Budahl, Executive Director
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Help us pack up the
Christmas decorations
on Sunday, January 8
after worship service.

Prayer requests
Our January prayer partner is First Lutheran Church in Ketchikan, AK.

Prayer, individually and communally, is one of the highest calls of our
discipleship in and imitation of Christ. We pray for one another in joy and in sorrow, for
discernment and with gratitude. If you need prayers in any circumstance, please contact
the church office (907 279-7714) or lcohope@gmail.com. If you wish to be on the prayer
chain of the church, please let us know and we will pass along the pertinent information
so that others will lift you in prayer with the help of the Holy Spirit. Prayer requests to the
Pastor and church office are confidential unless you indicate otherwise.

Happy Birthday!
Pam Jester, Allen Clendaniel, Helen Wood, Penny Layne,
Tom Lubeck, Carolyn Heyman, Adam Bryant, Don
Bladow, & Winston Sarber-Schroeder
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