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“We interrupt our regularly scheduled program…” 
 
As a kid, this usually brought many groans from 
me, especially if it was a speech. I want to watch 
my favorite TV show! Of course, the groans might 
disappear when faced with an interruption that 
was startling or sad, but as a child, I would still 
feel the disruption of what I thought my time in 
front of the television would be. Interruptions 

may bring all kinds of thoughts and emotions. 
 
Holy Week sometimes feels like an interruption to our regularly 
scheduled program. Suddenly, it interrupts our typical week and 
asks for our attention — Do we really have the time to stop? Do we 
have the time or the energy to walk from Palm Sunday to Maundy 
Thursday to Good Friday to Easter?  
 
I think that is one of the gifts – that our regularly scheduled 
programming is interrupted. We immerse ourselves in gathering 
together with prayer and song and Scripture. We do not know what 
to expect even though we may have done this before. We seek a new 
understanding and a new encounter with Christ. We may follow a 
rhythm familiar to us, but that nonetheless disrupts our daily 
rhythms. Or, this may be an entirely new experience. We gather and 
gather again, asking that God interrupt our thoughts and lives.  
 
I encourage you to join us for Holy Week and be interrupted! Begin 
the week on April 2 with Palm Sunday as we mark Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem and the events that will lead to his death and 
resurrection. Come and eat with us on Thursday, April 6, as we hear 
again Jesus’ commandment to love one another. Sit with us and 
pray as we hold space for all that we confess and lament in our 
lives and in our world on Good Friday, April 7. And then…then, 
celebrate with us the resurrection on Easter! 
 
We interrupt our regularly scheduled program…may it be a Holy 
interruption. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Liz 
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Coming up 
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Big news, folks, we have a church tractor! Bonnie Bladow donated 
funds for our new Garden of Hope tractor. Don helped facilitate this 
purchase and may have subtly requested a new tractor for 
Christmas, but it has arrived and it looks amazing!   

We need all who are available to assist for spring clean up day! At 
clean up day coming up in May, there is trash to pick up, parking lot 
sand to sweep up, and general cleaning inside and outside the 

building. 

More great news: We made it through this winter without any roof leaks.  We have new 
lights in the parking lot and are attempting to get new lights in the sanctuary that shine 
onto the altar area. In the fall, we signed a snow plow contract with a local company who 
did a fantastic job keeping our lot cleared throughout a very snowy winter. These past few 
months, the Council, led by council member Carolyn Heyman, re-negotiated a long term 
lease contract on the cell tower on the church property which should provide a stable 
revenue source all the way to 2036. 

Easter is a time of renewal and Spring brings forth hope. Hope of the renewal of the land, 
trees, oceans and more sunshine. I like our church name, Lutheran Church of Hope. We 
hope for eternal things we cannot see. Hope in the eternal, to me, is a real mystery. We are 
only here on this earth, going around our Sun, for a very short moment in time. Each day, 
globally there are approximately 185,000 people who pass from this life to the next. So on 
the day we die, we can expect to have about 185,000 friends from every language and 
culture, from every economic status, from every corner of the earth and of every age, join 
us into the mystery that comes next. Whether Jesus joined all those people for the three 
days he was dead and buried, I don’t know. But what the record of witnesses tells us, and 
the Roman government and established religion tried to squash, was that He came back to 
LIFE after death, something no one has ever done before or since, to continue to proclaim 
the Good News that there is Hope of life eternal, there is purpose and something we can 
hope forward to. Thanks be to God! 

May God bless the soil, give plenty of water and sunshine to all the seeds starting this 
spring in the Garden of Hope. May God bless the hands and feet of Don Bladow and his 
cadre of attentive helpers. And may the Garden of Hope produce many pounds of produce 
this year for the needy. 

Peace be to you,  

Brett Sarber 

Have you heard about the months of delay in Food Stamp 
benefits?! FISH (and other hunger agencies) are bearing the 
brunt of this crisis. We are swamped with calls and are full 
every delivery day!!  FISH NEEDS VOLUNTEERS NOW! 
1.  Telephone callers (can be done from home, need phone, 

computer with Excel, and Wi-Fi), 
2.  Packers (done in the morning at the pantry with prescribed menu guidelines), and 
3.  Delivery drivers (need a vehicle, done in the afternoon or evening).  
We ask that people volunteer just one time a month (more is welcome!) and you typically 
spend 2-3 hours at your task. Sign up is easy with SignUpGenius so you can choose a day 
that works best for you. 
Email wightcarla@yahoo.com or info@fishcharity.org to get started. 

mailto:wightcarla@yahoo.com
mailto:info@fishcharity.org
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Check the Weekly News email for the  

next planting date! 

As we approach Easter, I wanted to take a moment to express our heartfelt gratitude for your 
continued support of our ministry. During this season of renewal and hope, we are reminded 
of the power of love and compassion to transform lives. We are grateful to be part of a 
community of believers who share the vision and who are committed to making a positive 
difference in the world.   
 
As a member of the Alaska VOAD (Volunteer Organization Active in Disasters) we are 
continuing to work on the recovery efforts in western Alaska from the remnants of Typhoon 
Merbok. The long term recovery for the region will come this spring as the AKVOAD will be 
hosting volunteer groups from the lower 48 who will be coming to help rebuild and/or repair 
the homes damaged by the storm. If you would like to be a part of a team helping to rebuild 
please let me know. 
 
Spring is in the air and soon we will be heading out to our favorite summer activities. If 
fishing is one your favorite things to do you might need to make space in your freezers for 
this year’s catch. We would love to have any excess fish from last season’s catch that you 
would be willing to donate to our Food Pantry that our clients could enjoy. Other items that 
we are short on are breakfast items like: cereal, canned fruit, pancake mix and syrup. 
 
Save the date: 
Beer and Hymns – April 23 – 6pm to 8pm- O’Brady’s - Carrs Mall on Huffman. 
 
Thanks again for your support and prayers, and may you have a blessed and joyful Easter. 
 
Together caring for others, 
 
Alan Budahl 
Executive Director 



Happy Birthday! 

Jude Crumpacker, Loretta Hudson, Jo Hobbs, Jeremy Lemke 

Happy Anniversary! 

Carolyn & Richard Clendaniel 
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Our April prayer partner is Epiphany Lutheran Episcopal Church in Valdez, AK. 

Prayer, individually and communally, is one of the highest calls of our discipleship in and 

imitation of Christ. We pray for one another in joy and in sorrow, for discernment and 

with gratitude. If you need prayers in any circumstance, please contact the church office 

(907 279-7714) or lcohope@gmail.com. If you wish to be on the prayer chain of the church, 

please let us know and we will pass along the pertinent information so that others will lift 

you in prayer with the help of the Holy Spirit. Prayer requests to the Pastor and church 

office are confidential unless you indicate otherwise.  

Introducing the Harvest 
of Hope tractor!  

A garden and tractor 
blessing will take place 

later in the spring. 

Prayer requests 

 Please pray for Audrey Skinner as she continues to recover from surgery after a fall. 

 We give thanks for the continued healing of Gary Soderlund and Linda Okland. We 

pray for their comfort and strength as they recover, and God’s sustaining presence 

for them and their families. 
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Drawn 

together by 

God, 

celebrating 

grace,  

serving all. 

Worship 

learn 
Sunday morning Bible study meets at 8:30 am in person. 

We welcome you into the sanctuary for worship with 

communion at 10am!  

If our community level is low, masks are encouraged but 

not required during Sunday morning worship services.  

If our community level is medium, we will require masks 

during worship. 

Unable to join us in the sanctuary? We are also streaming live on 

Facebook. It is good to gather as the people of God each week! 

Stay tuned for the next Wednesday night class series! 

The Other 4H Group will meet on Zoom to discuss 

Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus on April 13 at 

7 pm. Check the Weekly News email for the link or 

contact the church office. 



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Sign-up to help provide meals for Clare House!  

Please plan for a count of 50 meals. Meals should be left outside the door for 

staff to bring in, and delivered by Wednesday afternoon. Volunteer by signing 

up in the Narthex or read your Weekly News to sign-up online. 
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Confirmation Classes are on the 1st and 3rd Sundays at 5:00pm at 

Lutheran Church of Hope.  

Serve 

LSSA Mobile Food Pantry is every Tuesday at 4:30 pm. Line up starts at 3:30 

pm. You do not need an appointment to receive food. If you would like to 

volunteer, contact 272-0643 option 14. Distribution is drive-thru. 

Thank you for continuing your financial support of our church.   

Check out our website for more information, www.hopeak.org/give 

Worship Team will meet on Thursday, April 27 at 6:30 PM to plan and discuss 

ideas for Sunday morning worship and special services. Interested in helping 

us? Talk to Pastor Liz.  

Property Team helps us take care of the building and the grounds by discerning what 

needs to be done and how best to do it. Please talk with Don Bladow or Todd Bryant if 

interested in helping.  

Council will meet on Thursday, April 20 to discern and make decisions on behalf of the 

congregation regarding ministry, mission and stewardship of our resources. Please pray 

for our council leaders.  

Art Team: Notice different signs on the fence? Art on the windows? Art around the 

garden? These were brought together by the art team! Would you like to help or have an 

idea? Contact Chris Terry. 

Drawn Together, ALL Together: This team is exploring how we can be a welcoming 

community to a variety of people in a variety of ways. It is particularly engaging in what it 

would mean to be a "Reconciling in Christ" community. Contact Adam Bryant for more 

information. 

Hope's Helpers: Formerly the "Community Care" team, this group is here to help 

members of our congregation make ideas happen. Trunk or Treat? Great idea! Let's make 

it happen. Do you have an idea or would you like to get involved? Contact Beaty Graves. 




