
L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

O F  H O P E  

M A Y  2 0 2 3  

Save the Date 

 May 28: 

Pentecost 

 

What’s Inside 

 PAGE 2:  

Upcoming 

Events 

 PAGE 3: 

Council Article 

 PAGE 4: 

Hope 

Highlights 

 PAGE 5: 

Garden Update 

Prayer 

Requests 

 

 

Teaching my dog, Rory, has been teaching me. We 
have steadily been working on his ability to 
remain calm when seeing other dogs. This 
requires rewarding him for good behavior, and 
ignoring him and just hanging on when he starts 
pulling and lunging. Every week I see him 
improving. I also notice that if we run into too 
many dogs on a walk, or if there’s too much 
stimulation around him, he gets worse. He may 

have been behaving great at the beginning of the walk, but by the 
end, I’m dragging him along. Or, he’ll have a great day, and then the 
next day, be an overly excited and anxious pup. 
 
Teaching him has been teaching me. 
 
Growth is often a slow process. The results are not always readily 
visible. I cannot see from day to day how he is progressing….but I 
can certainly see it from last spring! Steady small steps with the 
expectation that there will be bad days, and overwhelming triggers, 
and a need to wait until calm returns.  
 
Faith, as well as life, may be about the small steady steps, as much 
as the big ones. It will include the days when we forget who we are 
(child of God). It will include the days when there is too much 
stimulation – too many fears, too many anxieties, too many hurts. 
They are not too many for God, but we forget. And in our 
forgetfulness, we do what we wish we did not do. Or we stop 
altogether – impatient with our progress or stuck by some hurdle 
that has appeared in our way! 
 
Yet, we are invited to return to the slow steady steps of the Spirit. 
Healing is sometimes slow and meandering. Faith is often filled 
with questions. Joy comes in the morning, but we may be awake at 
night for a while. The evidence may not yet be visible to us – how 
the Spirit is strengthening us, or how God is sheltering us, or how 
we truly are learning to lean on the secure foundation of Christ. But 
then we look back! And we see how far we’ve come. 
 

continued on next page 
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Coming up 

May you follow Jesus, no turning back, and may your slow steady steps take you to a 
surprising place, people of Hope. May you be surprised by the abundance of growth all 
around you and in you. And may your growth be a testimony to the love and wonder of 
God. 
 
Ask me next year how well Rory walks past dogs. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Liz 

Pastor Liz will be out of the office 

May 8-15. 

Pastor Dan Bollerud will be our guest 

pastor for Sunday, May 14. 

The church office will be closed on 

Wednesday, May 10 and will have re-

duced hours on Wednesday, May 17.  

The church office will be closed on 

Monday, May 29 in honor of 

Memorial Day. 
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Greetings! 

For the past several months, the church council meetings have begun 

with contemplation and discussion of Hope’s spiritual path and 

vision for the future. To aid in our study we are reading Incline Your 

Ear: Cultivating Spiritual Awakening in Congregations by Abbott and 

Blythe. Pastor Liz facilitates those conversations and walks us 

through the path of discernment. Where in the world do we want or need to be?  

Discernment is not a word I have used regularly in my life, so the discipline of being 

actively aware of the present and consciously reflecting on the past in prayer has been a 

relatively big step in understanding the significance of that whole process. It is a bit 

humbling to accept that it takes time and patience. I think God encourages us to be still 

and allow insight through prayer and reflection.  

A project that is attractive to us for discernment and reflection is making a timeline of our 

congregation’s history, including both the good and the hard times. This council hopes to 

create a timeline with the congregation this fall, relying on memories as well as recent 

input from members, such as dates of significant events and programs, changes in 

pastoral, music, and office staff, births and deaths, building additions, and other changes. 

During the summer we encourage you to make mental and written notes of events to 

include. There will be more details… 

Holding each other in love and prayer matters. 

Beaty Graves 

Pastor’s Office 

Due to water damage 

to the outside wall of 

Pastor Liz’s office, she 

will be using the 

meeting room off the 

narthex as her office.  

Todd Bryant is in the process of gathering bids 

for the repair work. 

 An insurance adjuster has been out, although 

it is unlikely that our insurance will cover the 

repairs. 

The council will keep the congregation 

updated as we continue through the process. 
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HOPE HIGHLIGHTS 

Garden planting on April 13 

Bishop Shelley and Phyllis Rude at Synod 

Assembly 2023 

The Christian Worship Center joined us for worship on April 16. 

Special thanks to their Praise Singers and Dancers! We look forward 

to sharing worship with them again soon. 



Happy Birthday! 

Tanner Lemke, Todd Bryant, Donna York, 

Christina Rankin, Megan Bladow Addis,  Chris 

Terry, Joshua Addis, & Dave Haugen! 
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Our May prayer partner is Dillingham Trinity Lutheran Church in Dillingham, AK. 

Prayer, individually and communally, is one of the highest calls of our discipleship in and 

imitation of Christ. We pray for one another in joy and in sorrow, for discernment and 

with gratitude. If you need prayers in any circumstance, please contact the church office 

(907 279-7714) or lcohope@gmail.com. If you wish to be on the prayer chain of the church, 

please let us know and we will pass along the pertinent information so that others will lift 

you in prayer with the help of the Holy Spirit. Prayer requests to the Pastor and church 

office are confidential unless you indicate otherwise.  

Prayer requests 

Harvest of Hope Memorial Garden  Update 
 
The tractor is ready to go and as I write this there is still 2 feet of snow 
in the garden. Seems like it will be forever before we will be able to 
plant. I also got a call from our seed potato supplier that they wouldn’t 
be available because he can’t get to them at the farm to get them into 
town. Springtime in Anchorage is always such a joy. 
We are continuing with the planting schedule however. The cabbage 
and kohlrabi we planted a couple of weeks ago and are up and thriving. 

The peppers are doing fine. We have petunias blooming in the narthex. Once the snow goes 
away the planting will be fast and furious for a couple of weeks. I was hoping to be able to 
use the greenhouse this year but doesn’t look like it 
will be finished in time this year. Oh well, this too will 
pass. 
On Monday, May 1 we planted squash and pumpkins. If 
the weather stays this chilly I don’t think the pumpkin 
experiment will be much of a success. Hopefully it will 
warm up soon. 
The Lord will provide what we need to make it all hap-
pen. We just need to have patience and trust. See you 
in the garden. 
 
Don 
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Drawn 

together by 

God, 

celebrating 

grace,  

serving all. 

Worship 

learn 
Sunday morning Bible study meets at 8:30 am in person. 

We welcome you into the sanctuary for worship with 

communion at 10am!  

If our community level is low, masks are encouraged but 

not required during Sunday morning worship services.  

If our community level is medium, we will require masks 

during worship. 

Unable to join us in the sanctuary? We are also streaming live on 

Facebook. It is good to gather as the people of God each week! 

Stay tuned for the next Wednesday night class series! 

The Other 4H Group will meet on Zoom to discuss 

Search: A Novel by Michelle Hunevan on May 9 at 7 pm. 

Check the Weekly News email for the link or contact the 

church office. 



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Sign-up to help provide meals for Clare House!  

Please plan for a count of 50 meals. Meals should be left outside the door for 

staff to bring in, and delivered by Wednesday afternoon. Volunteer by signing 

up in the Narthex or read your Weekly News to sign-up online. 
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Confirmation Classes are on the 1st and 3rd Sundays at 5:00pm at 

Lutheran Church of Hope.  

Serve 

LSSA Mobile Food Pantry is every Tuesday at 4:30 pm. Line up starts at 3:30 

pm. You do not need an appointment to receive food. If you would like to 

volunteer, contact 272-0643 option 14. Distribution is drive-thru. 

Thank you for continuing your financial support of our church.   

Check out our website for more information, www.hopeak.org/give 

Worship Team will meet on Thursday, May 25 at 6:30 PM to plan and discuss 

ideas for Sunday morning worship and special services. Interested in helping 

us? Talk to Pastor Liz.  

Property Team helps us take care of the building and the grounds by discerning what 

needs to be done and how best to do it. Please talk with Don Bladow or Todd Bryant if 

interested in helping.  

Council will meet on Tuesday, May 16 at 6 PM  to discern and make decisions on behalf 

of the congregation regarding ministry, mission and stewardship of our resources. Please 

pray for our council leaders.  

Art Team: Notice different signs on the fence? Art on the windows? Art around the 

garden? These were brought together by the art team! Would you like to help or have an 

idea? Contact Chris Terry. 

Drawn Together, ALL Together: This team is exploring how we can be a welcoming 

community to a variety of people in a variety of ways. It is particularly engaging in what it 

would mean to be a "Reconciling in Christ" community. Contact Adam Bryant for more 

information. 

Hope's Helpers: Formerly the "Community Care" team, this group is here to help 

members of our congregation make ideas happen. Trunk or Treat? Great idea! Let's make 

it happen. Do you have an idea or would you like to get involved? Contact Beaty Graves. 




