Welcome

September 12, 2021

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and
whose love is endless. Amen.
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
God our comforter:
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We
turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for
help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus,
God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. Amen.
Gathering Hymn
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Opening Prayer
Children’s Sermon
Reading: Psalm 116:1-9
I love the Lord because he hears
my requests for mercy.
2
I’ll call out to him as long as I live,
because he listens closely to me.
3
Death’s ropes bound me;
the distress of the grave found me—
I came face-to-face with trouble and grief.
4
So I called on the Lord’s name:
“Lord, please save me!”
5
The Lord is merciful and righteous;
our God is compassionate.
6
The Lord protects simple folk;
he saves me whenever I am brought down.
7
I tell myself, You can be at peace again,
because the Lord has been good to you.
8
You, God, have delivered me from death,
my eyes from tears,
and my foot from stumbling,
9
so I’ll walk before the Lord
in the land of the living.
1

Reading: James 3:1-12
My brothers and sisters, not many of you should become teachers, because we know that
we teachers will be judged more strictly. 2 We all make mistakes often, but those who don’t
make mistakes with their words have reached full maturity. Like a bridled horse, they can
control themselves entirely. 3 When we bridle horses and put bits in their mouths to lead
them wherever we want, we can control their whole bodies.
4
Consider ships: They are so large that strong winds are needed to drive them. But pilots
direct their ships wherever they want with a little rudder. 5 In the same way, even though
the tongue is a small part of the body, it boasts wildly.
Think about this: A small flame can set a whole forest on fire. 6 The tongue is a small flame
of fire, a world of evil at work in us. It contaminates our entire lives. Because of it, the circle of life is set on fire. The tongue itself is set on fire by the flames of hell.
7
People can tame and already have tamed every kind of animal, bird, reptile, and fish. 8 No
one can tame the tongue, though. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we
both bless the Lord and Father and curse human beings made in God’s likeness. 10 Blessing
and cursing come from the same mouth. My brothers and sisters, it just shouldn’t be this
way!
11
Both fresh water and salt water don’t come from the same spring, do they? 12 My brothers
and sisters, can a fig tree produce olives? Can a grapevine produce figs? Of course not,
and fresh water doesn’t flow from a saltwater spring either.
1

Sermon
2

Hymn
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Prayers
Offering
Offertory
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Offering Prayer
God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from
the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our
lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer
Let us profess the mystery of faith…
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Communion Hymns
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Blessing
Announcements
Benediction
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Sending Hymn
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