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Drawn together by God, celebrating grace, serving all.
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g Letter from Cheryl Lubeck, Council Member is a strong anc trustworthy

s Bible Exploration: Exodus
§ Memorial Service for Myrtle Olson

s Peanut Butter Challenge & Painting Party [
or our SOU HEBREWS 6:19, NLT

Dear Disciples of Christin Hope -

Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top
of Pisgah, which is across from Jericho. And the Lord showed him all the
land of Gilead as far as Dan, ?all Naphtali and the land of Ephraim and
Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, *the South,
and the plain of the Valley of Jericho,  the city of palm trees, as far as
Zoar. *Then the Lord said to him, o0 T his the land of which | swore to
give Abr aham, | saac, and Jacob, sayi.l
ant khavée causedyoutosee itwi th your eyes, but you sha
o0 Deuteronomy34:1 -4 ( To be perfectly clear, I

You will likely have already received a letter telling you that | have accepted
a call to serve Big Timber Lutheran Church in Big Timber, Montana. My last Sun-
day at Lutheran Church of Hope will be Reformation Sunday, 28 October 2018.

Rob will be retiring in May 2019, so the children, the dog, and | will be going
ahead to Montana in November to begin the next chapter of our life, while he re-
mains behind to finish his job and get our house here on the market in the
spring. All the Seymours are grieving this move because we love you, Alaska, and
our life here.

Bishop Shelley Wickstrom will be an asset and guide to you in your next
chapter. | trust her to find an interim that will listen to your stories and help you
in transition. | trust you to embrace your interim and your next pastor with the
love, generosity, and hope that you have showed my family and me.

Serving Lutheran Church of Hope and learning through you how to become
a pastor has been an immense honor. | am more grateful than | can express for



the 10 years we have had together and all that it has contained, good and hard.
You were willing to take a chance on a first call pastor who would need shaping,
coaching, and patience. | came to a congregation that was fractured and grieving.
We have grown, healed, and worked together. We are all better for our partner-
ship. | dare say that Anchorage is as well.

Lutheran Church of Hope occupies a special place in my heatrt, the place of
first congregation love. There is nowhere | can go and nothing that you all can do
that will end that love. Furthermore, people who are connected through Christ are
never truly separated. The Holy Spirit will always link us, even as you work with
and honor other pastors and | give my good work to another congregation.

Remember your council - Adam Bryant, Mary Bristol, Chris Terry, Cheryl
Lubeck, Richard Clendaniel, Jeremy Lemke, Karla Jutzi, Phyllis Rude, and Lynne
Wince - in your prayers. Hold your treasurer, Diana Keyser, and your bookkeeper,
Bonnie Bladow, in your communications with God as well. Be in prayer for the
bishop in her task and for whomever God will call to come to serve you - whether
as pulpit supply, interim, or a settled call. This is also as critical a time as ever to
remember the gift of financial stewardship to the congregation - your regular giv-
ing, planned giving through an IRA or other retirement account, and remembering
the church in your estate.

| encourage you also to pray for Big Timber Lutheran in Montana. They are in
a new chapter themselves, with many firsts ahead because of changes in their

community in the past year. Ask for Godods

As always, | say to you: the peace of Christ, the love of God from which nothing
can separate us, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Pastor Julia Seymour

& HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN (HLCW)
All women of Lutheran Church of Hope are members
H LCW of HLCW. We are affiliated with the Alaska Synodical

Womends Organization and

Hope Lutheran Church Women ELCA.
Events and activities include: Thankoffering Sunday,
Rachel 6s Day, Hannah Circl e, Priscill a

Dawn Breakfast, retreats, national meetings, and more.
You are invited to participate in all our activities and join us in prayer. The Bible
Study used in our Circle groups is published in the magazine, Gather. Extra cop-
les are available each month in the church narthex.
If you would like to join a circle (or create a new cir-

.\\f.
cle!), or participate in other HLCW activities, please VV \ nien s

talk to Cheryl Lubeck.
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/.\ As a LCOH counci l me mber , | 6d |1 ke
my experience with the Alaska Women of the ELCA board
: (WELCA). We are a group of 5+ women who meet 5 or 6 times a
Church year to conduct business, publish quarterly newsletters, and
C UL Z’ brainstorm about how to reach out to Lutheran women across
Alaska who may be interested in joining us. The goal is to foster

friendships between our congregations, pr o
needs, and collect and disburse needed funding to deserving causes through-
out our State and globally.

We plan two main events to bring women together in each 2 -year period
(late September/early October). In odd years we have the State Convention,
where we conduct official business, elect officers and plan workshops for ed-
ucation, service and enrichment. On even years (this year), we have a 2-day
Statewide Retreat where we focus more on relaxation of mind and body and a
chance to get away from the demands of our daily lives. It is amazing to meet
and enjoy fellowship with women from all over Alaska, united for a good time
and a common goal!

Besides Anchorage, these events have been held in Fairbanks, Nome, Val-
dez, Petersburg, and most recently in Willow. Pastor Julia has given generous-
ly of her time and leadership through the years, and we are grateful! Itis also
a neat opportunity to meet other women pastors from around the state. Mere-
dith Rude has been our music provider for many retreats, and we thank her
for the hours she donates as well!

However, participation has declined in recent years and we struggle to
find successful ways to get more women of all ages interested and engaged in
our activities and our mission. The needs of our state are great d our work
provides supplies for babies and children, shelter for abused women, and
help with travel costs to and from remote villages. We also learn of challenges
in other countries and have projects to provide women and children with
their most basic needs.

| would like to reach out to Hope women who might wish to be involved
with WELCA, or have ideas on what types of activities might draw you into
participating. | currently serve as Secretary. We have several open positions
for members at large, with opportunities for leadership as you learn and work
with us. | have found this a great way to be involved in something that
doesndét take too much ti me, but assures a
able to make a difference in women and chi
online to learn more about this organization.

Cheryl Lubeck
(907) 440 -6955



Lutheran Socis

The Harvest of Hope Annual Auction was a great success and | wish to
thank everyone who attended, donated auction items, volunteered on the
committee or during the event. We raised over $89,000 that which will go to
help fund our programs and services. Many thanks to Auction Chair Kristi
Johnson and her committee for their hard work on this year's event.

The preparations for the annual Thanksgiving Blessing are will under
way and we will again be asking for your help in collecting green beans, corn,
sweet potatoes and cranberries sauce. We are planning on serving 1,400 fami-
lies from out site at Central Lutheran Church on Monday, November 19 " Last
year we served 1,364 households. We will need volunteers on that day for
shifts that run 10am to 1pm, 1pm to 5pm and 5pm to 8pm. More infor-
mation on how you can be involved in this important ministry will be coming
to your congregation shortly.

The Food Pantry continues to see many families weekly. We are short of
items like canned meats, chili, soup, canned fruit, dried potato mixes, and
peanut butter. Thanks to all that support this important ministry to our com-
munity through you donations and volunteering at the Food Pantry and the
Mobile Food Pantry. If you wish to volunteer or host a food drive please give
Ryan Chernikoff a call at the LSSA office.

Mark your calendars for the next Beer and Hymns  which is going to be
on Sunday, November 4th at O'Brady's located in the Carrs Huffman Mall
Get there early to order your favorite brew and dinner to be ready to start
singing at 6pm. The event lasts until 8pm.

SAVE THE DATE:

November 4th - Beer & Hymns at O'Brady's 6pm
November 19th - Thanksgiving Blessing - Central Lutheran Church

Together caring for others,

Alan Budahl

Executive Director LSSA
1303 W. 33 " Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99503
907 -272-0643
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A memorial service for Myrtle Olson will
22 . be held on Saturday, October 6 at 2:00
& PM at Lutheran Church of Hope, fol- AN
' lowed by a reception. Confirmation
Please bring a dessert (bars, cookies), orfa CONfFIRMation IS
fruit or veggie to share. Bonnie Bladow is| €VERY SUNOAY At
coordinating the reception; please contagt CENTRAL LUThERAN

: fFROM 4-5 pm.
her and let her know what you will be
MEMORIAL SERVICE bringing. Her phone number is 83&%793. Anyc%gelgjaagn.wsn

Prayer, individually and communally, is one of the highest calls of our
g’ discipleship in and imitation of Christ. We pray for one another in joy
and in sorrow, for discernment and with gratitude. If you need prayers in
\ any circumstance, please contact Pastor Julia through the church office
87/' (279-7714) or Icohpastor@alaska.net. If you wish to be on the prayer
UESLS chain of the church, please let her know and she will pass along the per-
tinent information so that others will lift you in prayer with the help of
the Holy Spirit.

Pra
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Lutheran Church of Hope

1847 West Northern Lights Bivd. - Anchorage, Ak. 99517

Heat her Ti bor

at 10: 00 AM

(Holy Communion Every Week)
Heavenly Sunshine First and Third Sunday
of each Month at 5:30 PM
and Heavenly Sunshine Explorers before
the service at 5: 00 PM

I f you do not wish to receive this New3lFéadleonpbopl eage.

October 7 and 21
Join us for Heaven
Sunshine, a 30 minute
(or less) worship ser-
vice for kids, although

Phyllis R[2
all ages are welcome, — - —
| .
even grown-ups. 7

. . . Lindsay 1[13
Heavenly Sunshine is held on the first TR N =113

and third Sundays of each month at Y '
Kady B. 16

5:30 PM. T = 5=

Dondt forget about Heawvenlly 'Sin
. . Sebastian[2Bb

shine Explorers, a short Bible story ATy W 5
and craft activity at 5:00 PM! '

Bonnie & Doj10/31) 197

Bill & Sand10/8/ 1983

I f you or someone you know is wunable to attend sce
each week, a Pastoral visit or would I|ike o r




