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Sunday:
November 6



Christ the
King Sunday:
November
20



First Sunday
of Advent:
November
27
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The ministries of a congregation are often
determined by the gifts of those in the
congregation. A good indication of what God is
calling us to is what God has equipped us for! For
this reason, we can always expect that our life
together will change and grow in different ways over
the years, as we ourselves change and grow. The
longer we have been a part of this congregation, we
have probably seen a lot of changes! And if we are
new to this congregation, we can expect that our very presence will
change LCOH because we have our own gifts and callings to offer
from God.
We are experiencing change and growth at Lutheran Church of Hope
and this year’s theme has been “Called and Appointed.” We want to
explore together more and more what God is calling us to. This may
mean new ministries or it may mean a renewal in ministries that
already exist. I would like to highlight some areas that we may need
to discern together and that you may consider if God is calling you to
get involved:
1. Children and Youth Ministry: So much has shifted for us since
the pandemic. We no longer have Sunday School during the
service. Our kids in Heavenly Sunshine have grown up and are now
in Confirmation. We are currently working on an area in the
sanctuary (a “prayground”) for our littlest ones, but how else
might we serve and minister to our children and young people?
This is a part of our commitment to them when they are baptized.
Is this something God is calling you to?
2. Providing meals at Clare House: This ministry has occurred for
a long time, but in recent years it has struggled to have enough
volunteers. In its current setup, it is a big job for one person to
sign up to provide a meal, but there may be possibilities for
someone to organize the job so that it is shared by many people.
How can we make this a sustainable ministry? Or is it no longer a
ministry we are called to do?
3. Community Organizing: LCOH has been a part of AFACT
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Worship
We welcome you into the sanctuary for worship with
communion at 10am!
If our community level is low, masks are encouraged but
not required during Sunday morning worship services.
If our community level is medium, we will require masks
during worship.
Unable to join us in the sanctuary? We are also streaming live on
Facebook. It is good to gather as the people of God each week!

Drawn
together by
God,
celebrating
grace,
serving all.

learn
Sunday morning Bible study meets at 8:30 am in person.
Wednesday Night Class returns starting November 2nd.
We will begin a series to learn and discuss the process of
putting the lectionary together, the translations and how
translation decisions are made, and more. Join us on
Zoom!
The Other 4H Group will meet on Zoom to discuss
Amish Grace: How Forgiveness Transcended Tragedy
by Donald Kraybill, Steven Nolt, and David WeaverZercher. We will meet to discuss this book on Thursday,
November 10 at 7:00 pm at Lutheran Church of Hope.
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Confirmation is back! Classes are on the 1st and 3rd Sundays at 5:00pm at
Lutheran Church of Hope.

Thank you for continuing your financial support of our church.
Check out our website for more information, www.hopeak.org/give

Serve
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Sign-up to help provide meals for Clare House!
Please plan for a count of 50 meals. Meals should be left outside the door for
staff to bring in, and delivered by Wednesday afternoon. Volunteer by signing
up in the Narthex or read your Weekly News to sign-up online.
LSSA Mobile Food Pantry is every Tuesday at 4:30 pm. Line up starts at 3:30
pm. You do not need an appointment to receive food. If you would like to
volunteer, contact 272-0643 option 14. Distribution is drive-thru.
Worship Team will meet next month to plan and discuss ideas for Sunday
morning worship and special services. Interested in helping us? Talk to Pastor
Liz.
Property Team helps us take care of the building and the grounds by discerning what
needs to be done and how best to do it. Please talk with Don Bladow or Todd Bryant if
interested in helping.
Council will meet on Thursday, November 17 at 6:30 pm to discern and make decisions
on behalf of the congregation regarding ministry, mission and stewardship of our
resources. Please pray for our council leaders.
Art Team: Notice different signs on the fence? Art on the windows? Art around the
garden? These were brought together by the art team! Would you like to help or have an
idea? Contact Chris Terry.
Drawn Together, ALL Together: This team is exploring how we can be a welcoming
community to a variety of people in a variety of ways. It is particularly engaging in what it
would mean to be a "Reconciling in Christ" community. Contact Adam Bryant for more
information.
Hope's Helpers: Formerly the "Community Care" team, this group is here to help
members of our congregation make ideas happen. Trunk or Treat? Great idea! Let's make
it happen. Do you have an idea or would you like to get involved? Contact Beaty Graves.

Coming up

Wednesdays in Advent
Starting November 30
Meal at 6:30pm with Bible Study
Holden Evening Prayer at 7pm

November 6
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(Anchorage Faith & Action Congregations Together) for a long time.
This organization has now merged with another to form JOIN (Justice Organizing
Interfaith Network). This is an excellent way to get involved in our community and to
engage in God’s calling to “do justice.” Are you interested in participating in a team to
listen, learn and address the needs of our neighbors?
4. Artistry, Creativity, Crafts: In the past, we have had sewing circles and quilting
groups. There may be new interest in forming groups to learn and practice these skills.
Are you interested in such a group? Would you participate or help to lead? Are there
other ways you would like to use your artistry or creativity in the congregation?

In addition to these areas, there are so many other aspects of our lives together! They fill
the pages of this newsletter. And there may be new projects, groups or ministries that the
Spirit has been placing on your mind and heart. There may be others who are experiencing
the same promptings! We can pray about it together and follow the Spirit’s lead as we
change and grow together.
Let’s start and continue a conversation together: What needs to rest or end? What needs
attention and fertilization? What is growing with abundance? What do we see God doing in
our midst? How can we get involved?
Peace,
Pastor Liz
I welcome miracles in my life today and it is amazing!
When we speak of a miracle it is often about an awesome, almost
magical event deserving more than ordinary gratitude and wonder.
Sometimes a miracle seems to occur outside the laws of nature, i.e. an
unexplainable healing or victory over extreme danger.
Those miracles are not what I expect today. I’m talking about the
miracle I overlook or ignore every day. Small ones that deserve
attention and gratitude: the miracle of joy expressed by Bob’s and
Howard’s staccato and steady hymns on October 23; the miracle of civility, “I don’t agree
with you but I’m willing to discuss”; the miracle of excellence, “I tried harder than ever in
spelling, Grandma!”; the miracle of surprise, a friendly smile from a stranger in the grocery
store; the miracle of friendship, “you are important in my life”; the miracle of meditation
through silence and reflection.
When asked to identify a miracle in my son’s life, I expected him to talk of his miraculous
recovery after multiple infections, surgery, and eventual amputation of his foot. Instead he
spoke of the miracle of love and grace in his life. Then he added with a smile, “it was also a
miracle that I found my keys this morning after just under an hour of searching.” Was it
luck or a miracle? Semantics.
“Another Name for Everything” is a podcast by Father Richard Rohr. He views miracles,
signs, and wonders as divine mysteries that can affect regular day to day events, capable
of changing our attitudes and actions. To accept that miracles are a personal and universal
reality is amazing, thank God! I send my love and gratitude for the miracle of yours.
Speaking of miracles, getting this article written is the most recent one in my life!
Beaty Graves, Church Council Member

PAGE

5

HOPE HIGHLIGHTS
Our thanks to everyone who joined us at Trunk or Treat!
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Christmas Stockings
It is a tradition to present Christmas stockings to the families with young children who
visit our food pantry during the month of December. Thank you to all the groups and
individuals that make stockings for this ministry. We ask that you include a story or
activity book about Jesus’ birth in the stockings. If you need instructions or a template of
the pattern, please contact the LSSA office. Distribution of stockings will begin on
December 1 and go through December 23rd.
Western Alaska Disaster Response
We are still receiving donations of food, clothing, winter gear, quilts, blankets, diapers,
formula, paper products. Thank you to all who have helped. Presently work groups from
Methodist and Mennonite Disaster Agencies are helping in Hooper Bay and soon to
Golovin. We have sent supplies to the following villages: Hooper Bay, Chevak, Golovin,
Unalakleet, and Koyuk. Thank you for your continued support.
Together Caring for Others,
Alan Budahl
Our November prayer partner is Island of Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church in Wasilla, AK.

Prayer requests
Jeannie Haugen died on October 4. A celebration of life potluck was held at
Lutheran Church of Hope on October 15. We pray for her comfort and we pray
for Dave and all of her family, that they may have strength and comfort as they
grieve.


Prayer, individually and communally, is one of the highest calls of our
discipleship in and imitation of Christ. We pray for one another in joy and in sorrow, for
discernment and with gratitude. If you need prayers in any circumstance, please contact
the church office (907 279-7714) or lcohope@gmail.com. If you wish to be on the prayer
chain of the church, please let us know and we will pass along the pertinent information
so that others will lift you in prayer with the help of the Holy Spirit. Prayer requests to the
Pastor and church office are confidential unless you indicate otherwise.

Happy Birthday!
Beaty Graves, Mary Bristol, and Zareena Clendaniel
Happy Anniversary
Karla Jutzi & Bob Morgan
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