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Welcome to Worship!
We are glad you are here. May you feel the presence of God with you and in
this community as we sing, pray, hear the Word and share in God’s
communion.
If you would like to share with us your name and connect with us in other
ways, there is a visitor card at the back of this bulletin that may be filled out
and placed in the offering plate.

Here’s some things it may be helpful to know:
Most of what you need to follow the service is in this bulletin. “ELW” refers
to the red hymnal at your seat. If a song is not in the bulletin, it will be in
that book.
Our “Pray & Play” area is for our children! We are so glad they are here and
rejoice that God gives us many ways to worship, learn and pray. We love
their giggles and squirms. Children’s coloring pages are available for them.
There are books and bibles available for all ages, and kids are encouraged to
participate and help with every and any aspect of the service – including
reading Scripture and helping with communion! There is also a “Wiggle
Room” towards the back of the sanctuary if you need a separate space for
your little one where you can still hear the service.
About Our Scripture Today
This year (2022-2023) we are following “A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole
Church,” compiled and translated by Dr. Wil Gafney – a Hebrew scholar and
Episcopal priest, a former Army chaplain, and congregational pastor in the
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. This lectionary and translation
expands what Biblical stories and language we hear in service. It also
expands the pronouns we use for God.
God is no gender; God is all genders; God transcends gender. For this reason,
we are engaging in a spiritual practice of referring to God as “she” in the
Psalms, which may sound strange to our ears! We pray that God will reveal
God’s self and move us in new ways through this practice. From time to time,
Pastor Liz will give “Translation Teaching Moments” to explain aspects of the
translation that may differ from our more common translations, such as
NRSV or NIV.

2

CALL

TO

WORSHIP

O come, O come, Immanuel And bless each place your people dwell.
Melt ev’ry weapon crafted for war, bring peace upon the earth forever more.
Rejoice, rejoice! Take heart and do not fear,
God’s chosen one, Immanuel, draws near.
OPENING PRAYER
GATHERING SONG

ELW 242
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CHILDREN'S SERMON
FIRST READING — Genesis 16:7-13
Now the messenger of the ALL-SEEING GOD found Hagar by a spring of water in
the wilderness, the spring on the way to Shur. 8And the messenger said,
“Hagar, slave-girl of Sarai, from where have you come and where are you
going?” And she said, “From my mistress Sarai am I fleeing.” 9The messenger
of the INSCRUTABLE GOD said to her, “Return to your mistress, and subject
yourself to her.”
10
The messenger of the WELLSPRING OF LIFE said to Hagar, “Greatly will I
multiply your seed, so they cannot be counted for multitude.” 11Then the
messenger of the FOUNT OF LIFE said to her,
7

“Look! You are pregnant and shall give birth to a son,
and you shall call him Ishmael (meaning God hears),
for the FAITHFUL ONE has heard of your abuse.
12
He shall be a wild ass of a man,
with his hand against everyone,
and everyone’s hand against him;
and he shall live in the sight of all his kin.”
So Hagar named the LIVING GOD who spoke to her: “You are El-ro’i”; for she
said, “Have I really seen God and remained alive after seeing God?”
13

PSALM 71:4-11
My God, rescue me, from the hand of the wicked,
from the clutch of the cruel and the ruthless.
5
For you are my hope, Sovereign, WORTHY ONE, my trust, from my youth.
6
Upon you I have leaned from birth; from my mother’s belly, you cut me.
You will I praise for all time.
7
As a portent have I served to many, yet you are my strong refuge.
8
My mouth is filled with your praise, all the day, with your glory.
9
Do not cast me off in the time of old age;
when my strength is spent, do not forsake me.
10
For my enemies speak about me,
and those who watch my life take counsel together.
11
They say, “Pursue and seize them, God has forsaken them,
for there is none to deliver.”
4
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SECOND READING — Philippians 2:5-11
Let the same mind be in you all that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was
in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be seized,
7
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness;
then being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to
the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted
Jesus and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of
Jesus every heavenly and earthly knee should bend, along with those under the
earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Savior, to the glory
of God the Sovereign.
5

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL — Luke 1:26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town of Galilee,
Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. And the name of the virgin was Mary. 28And the angel came to
Mary and said, “Rejoice, favored one! The Most High God is with you.” 29Now,
she was troubled by the angel’s words and pondered what sort of greeting this
was. 30Then the angel said to her, “Fear not Mary, for you have found favor with
God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and give birth to a son, and
you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the
Most High, and the Sovereign God will give him the throne of his ancestor
David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his sovereignty
there will be no end.” 34Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I
have not known a man intimately?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit,
She will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the one born will be holy. He will be called Son of God. 36And now,
Elizabeth your kinswoman has even conceived a son in her old age, and this is
26

5

the sixth month for she who was called barren. 37For nothing will be
impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the woman-slave of God;
let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel left her.
SERMON
HYMN

TFF 268

PRAYERS

OF THE

PEOPLE

SHARING

OF THE

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
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OFFERING
The offerings received by this congregation support this church and local
ministries in Anchorage. Checks can be made out to “Lutheran Church of
Hope.” There is a credit card kiosk in the back of the sanctuary, available now
or after the service, if you prefer. You may also sign up on our website
(www.hopeak.org/give) to regularly give through direct withdrawal.
OFFERTORY

ELW 849

OFFERING PRAYER
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty
ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us
messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice.
We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen.
EUCHARIST PRAYER
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LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION

TO

COMMUNION

This is the Lord’s table at which everyone is welcome. Come and receive!
There is dark wine and white grape juice available, as well as gluten-free
wafers. If you or your children do not commune, you are invited to come
forward and receive a blessing.
8

COMMUNION HYMNS
ELW 247
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ELW 265

BLESSING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and
mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

ELW 631

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
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CALENDAR
Events in bold are also streaming on Facebook
or on Zoom. Contact the church office for more
info.
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27
 8:30 AM—Bible Study
 9:30 AM—Choir Practice
 10 AM—Worship with Holy Communion
 2 PM—Christian Worship Center
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28 Office Hours 1-5 PM
 6 PM—Sit Stay Play AK
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29 Office Hours 1-5 PM
 4:30 PM—Mobile Food Pantry
 7 PM—Plus 24 AA
 7 PM—Shoulder to Shoulder Al Anon
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30 Office Hours 1-5 PM
 6:30 PM—Wednesday Meal & Holden
Evening Prayer
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1 Office Hours 1-5 PM
 6:30 PM—Overeaters Anonymous
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2
 10 AM—Sit Stay Play AK
 6 PM—Sit Stay Play AK
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3
 12 PM—United Church of God
 5 PM—CWC Bible Study
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4
 8:30 AM—Bible Study
 9:30 AM—Choir Practice
 10 AM—Worship With Holy Communion
 2 PM—Christian Worship Center
 5 PM—Confirmation Class
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